Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KHARTO 01614 091220Z 

62 

ACTION AE-06 

INEO OCT-01 EUR-12 10-10 ISO-00 DHA-02 ORM-01 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 ACDA-05 /082 W 

108380 

R091115Z JUL 75 
EM AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0092 
INEO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USCINCEUR 

CONEIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 1614 

E.O. 91652: GDS 
TAGSJC PINS, PEOR, ET, SU 

SUBJ: ALLEGED DEEECTION ANY ANYA BATTALION TO ETHIOPIA 

REF: ADDIS 8117 PARA 3 

1 . STRONGLY SUSPECT FRENCH MILATT REPORT (REFTEL) ACTUALLY BASED ON 
MUTINY EARLY LAST MARCH ONE BATTALION SOUTHERN SUDANESE TROOPS AT 
AKOBO, NEAR ETHIOPIAN ERONTIER IN UPPER NILE PROVINCE (KHARTOUM 0543, 
NOTAL. IT WAS LATER REPORTED HERE BY GOS SOURCES THAT 

PERHAPS SOME 30 MUTINEERS HAD "TAKEN TO BUSH". THESE 
MAY WELL BE THOSE REPORTEDLY BEING ARMED BY ETHIOPIA BUT 
WE ARE INCLINED QUESTION WHETHER ANYTHING LIKE FULL 
"ANYANYA BATTALION" INVOLVED. 

2. ON MARGIN RECENT COMMENTS IN ETHIOPIAN MEDIA REGARDING 
ARRIVAL "SUDANESE REEUGEES" IN GAMBELLA AREA, PRESS HERE HAS 
ANNOUNCED THIS MORNING THAT NIMEIRI WILL LEAVE KHARTOUM 
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IS ALSO MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF, VISIT 
HAS BEEN IN MILL FOR WEEKS (KHARTOUM A-69 6-30-75) AND IS, WE 
BELIEVE, UNRELATED TO FOREGOING. NIMEIRI IS, HOWEVER, 

STARTING TRIP SOMEWHAT EARLIER THAN ORIGINALLY EXPECTED 
AND WILL OF COURSE, WHILE IN JUBA, HAVE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
THOROUGH REVIEW WITH VICE PRESIDENT ALIER AND OTHER 
SOUTHERN REGION AUTHORITIES OF WHATEVER MAY HAVE BEEN RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN AKOBO AREA ON UPPER NILE. LOCAL REPORTS 
SUGGEST TRIP MAY AFFORD OPPORTUNITY FOR NIMEIRI MAKE 
NUMBER OF CHANGES IN CIVILIAN AND MILITARY LEADERSHIP OF 
SUTHERN REGION. 

BREWER 
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